Revolutionary Timeline of Rhode Island


Courtesy Newport Bicentennial Commission, 1976


Dec. 1763: Arrival of frigate Squirrel to enforce anti-smuggling laws. 


1764: Rhode Island angered by Sugar Act, Paper Money Act, Stamp Act. 


25 Jun 1764: Delegates chosen for the Stamp Act Congress at Albany. 


3 Mar 1764: Rhode Island College (now Brown University) chartered.


1764: Robert Melville reports to Admiralty about Newport Harbor. 


9 Jul 1764: Customs schooner St. John fired on by order of Legislature.


31 Jul 1764: Legislature appoints Stamp Act Committee of Correspondence


Dec 1764: Stephen Hopkins publishes Rights of the Colonies Examined.


4 Jun 1765: Tender to frigate Maidstone burned by Newport mob.


27 Aug 1765: Stamp Act Riots begin, including hanging in effigy, destruction of houses; stamps kept aboard frigate Cygnet. 


16 Sep 1765: Legislature votes resolution against Stamp Act. 


31 Oct 1765: Governor Ward refuses to take Stamp Act Oath, alone of all American governors. 


14 Feb 1766: Liberty Tree dedicated at Newport. 


4 Mar 1766: Daughters of Liberty established at Newport, first such women's group in America. 


11 Jul 1767: Thomas Sabin starts weekly stagecoach service Newport to Boston. 


3 May 1766: Newport Massacre; Henry Sparker killed by British officer. 


25 July 1768: Silas Downer calls for Independence at dedication of Providence Liberty Tree. 


16 May 1769: Jessie Sackville & other Customs officials tarred & feathered in Providence. 


19 July 1769: Customs schooner Liberty destroyed & burned at Newport.


7 Sep 1769: First commencement of Rhode Island College (now Brown University).


Feb 1772:  HMS Gaspee arrives in Newport to enforce maritime trade regulations


10 Jun 1772: British Schooner Gaspee burned off Pawtuxet, in raid led by Abraham Whipple and John Brown. 


20 Aug 1772: British establish Royal Commission to investigate Gaspee incident; extraordinary powers granted to Commission. 


Mar 1773: RI and Virginia establish permanent Committees of Correspondence to report on outcome of Gaspee inquiry and look into suspension of Charter rights by Gaspee Commission. 


Dec 1773: A non-event: no Newport Tea Party occurs because tea officials in London think Newport is too dangerous to send tea. 


1774: Legislature outlaws importation of slaves as result of movement started by the Rev. Dr. Samuel Hopkins of Newport. 


12 Jan 1774: Tea boycott imposed in Newport. 


17 May 1774: Providence Town Meeting issues call for Continental Congress. 


14 Jun 1774: Legislature selects delegates Stephen Hopkins and Samuel Ward to send to Continental Congress; first to do so. 


3 Dec 1774: Legislature orders removal of cannons and powder from Fort George, Newport; orders carried out 9 December. First such move in America.


12 Dec 1774: Arrival of frigate Rose at Newport to curb smuggling under command of James Wallace.


4 Jan 1775: 60 cannons cast at Hope Furnace, first in America. 


2 Mar 1775: 300 pounds of tea burned at Providence. 


22 Apr 1775:: 1,500 troops ordered raised in RI to assist Massachusetts after Lexington.


3 May 1775: Governor Wanton suspended by Legislature. 


3 Jun 1775: RI troops encamp at Boston under command of Nathanael Greene.


Jun 1775: Flour Riot. Newport, caused by George Rome.   


12 Jun 1775: Legislature creates RI Navy, first in America. 


15 Jun 1775: RI Navy sloop Katy captures Royal Navy tender Dianna, off Jamestown, first naval battle of Revolution. Abraham Whipple in command of Katy. 


17 Jun 1775:  RI troops assist at Battle of Bunker Hill. 


22 Jun 1775: Nathanael Greene made brigadier general of RI troops. 


20 Jul 1775: Frigate Rose threatens to bombard Newport if rebel activists are not thrown out of city.


9 Aug. 1775: Sloop Katy removes rest of cannons from Fort George, Newport. 


26 Aug 1775: Legislature sends instructions to Stephen Hopkins to make Congress establish a Continental Navy "to protect us from the Rose".


30 Aug 1775: Frigate Rose conducts raids on Block Island, and Stonington, CT 


11 Sep 1775: RI troops depart on Arnold's Expedition to Quebec.


4 Oct 1775: Esek Hopkins made brigadier general of troops stationed around Newport 


7 Oct 1775: Frigate Rose makes night-time raid on Bristol to divert American troops who had orders to burn Newport.


13 Oct 1775: Continental Congress passed RI resolution to create Continental Navy.


5 Nov 1775: Esek Hopkins made commander-in-chief of Continental Navy.


7 Nov 1775: Governor Wanton officially deposed by Legislature. 


3 Dec 1775: RI Navy sloop Katy sold to Continental Navy and renamed Providence.


10 Dec 1775: Frigate Rose raids Jamestown in retaliation for snipers.


2 Jan 1776: Sloop Providence on short cruise in Delaware becomes first vessel of Continental Navy to set sail.


3-4 Mar 1776: Continental fleet captures Nassau; Providence is first vessel ever to land US Marines. 


5-7 Mar 1778: George Washington visits Providence. 


26 Mar 1778: Death of Samuel Ward of smallpox at Philadelphia. He was replaced by William Ellery of Newport.


4 Apr 1776: Continental fleet captures British warships Bolton and Hawke off Newport, first captures made by Continental Navy.


6 Apr 1776: Continental fleet attacks but fails to capture British frigate Glasgow off Newport. Frigate Rose departs from Newport for repairs at the Halifax Dockyard.


4 May 1776: RI Legislature renounces allegiance to George III in session at Colony House at Newport; first declaration of independence in America.


12 May 1776: John Paul Jones made captain of sloop Providence, his first command.


15 May 1776: Launching of Continental frigates at Providence: 32 gun Warren and 28 gun Providence.


4 Jul 1776: Congress declares independence from Great Britain


9 Aug 1776: Congress makes Nathanael Greene major general


Aug 1776: General Greene reprimands RI troops on Long Island for streaking


 8 Dec 1776: A large British army arrives to occupy Newport.


10 Jan 1777: Action at Fogland Ferry. 


12 Mar 1777: Nathanael Greene appointed quartermaster general by Congress.


13 Mar 1777: RI Galley Spitfire, run aground, captured and burned by British.


19 Apr 1777: William Vernon appointed secretary of the Eastern Navy Board, equivalent to modern post of Secretary of the Navy.


9 Jul 1777: British General Prescott captured by Colonel Barton, at Overing Farm in Portsmouth.


2 Aug 1777: Action at Dutch Island.


5 Aug 1777: While British are raiding Narragansett, RI, troops from Tiverton raid British positions in Portsmouth.


27 Jan 1778: Sloop Providence captures Nassau again, this time single-handedly.


9 Feb 1778: Legislature authorizes raising a regiment of black troops.


16 Feb 1778: Continental frigate Warren escapes British blockade to the open sea, commanded by John B. Hopkins. 


27 Feb 1778: Continental ship Columbus wrecked and burned at Point Judith while attempting to escape British blockade.


30 Apr 1778: Continental frigate Providence escapes to open sea commanded by Abraham Whipple


18 May 1778: RI 16-gun privateer Oliver Cromwell (originally named Ye Terrible Creture) captured by British frigate Beaver and is renamed Beaver's Prize.


25 May 1778: British forces raid Bristol and Warren. 


31 May 1778: British forces raid Tiverton and Fall River. 


28 Jun 1778: Generals Greene and Varnum save American Army at Monmouth, NJ.


29 Jul 1778: Large French army and navy force under D'Estaing arrive at Newport; British dig in for siege.


5 Aug 1778: British frigates sunk around Newport as French fleet advances.


10-12 Aug 1778: French fleet defeated by Lord Howe's smaller British fleet off Newport, then both fleets smashed by hurricane.


29 Aug 1778: During Battle of Rhode Island Americans retreat from Newport under fire, commanded by General Sullivan. Black regiment distinguishes itself. 


28 Oct 1778: RI Navy vessel Hawk (Silas Talbot) captures British warship Pigot off Newport.


17 Dec 1778: British guardship off Newport captured by Lt. Chapin and six men in a whaleboat.


May 1779: John Brown builds 20 gun privateer General Washington at Providence. 


21 May 1779: British raid North Kingstown.


6 Jun 1779: British raid Point Judith.


7 Jul 1779: RI sloop Argo, commanded by Silas Talbot, captures RI Loyalist (Tory) brig King George, captain Hazard, and other British vessels.


14 Aug 1779: Frigate Warren and sloop Providence blown up in Penobscot River, Maine, to avoid capture.


16 Oct 1779: British burn Beavertail Lighthouse, Jamestown, preparatory to leaving Rhode Island.


25 Oct 1779: Contrary to all advice from naval experts, British garrison evacuates Newport to consolidate their position in New York.


12 May 1700: Frigate Providence commanded by Abraham Whipple captured by British at the fall of Charlestown, SC


22 Jun 1780: Col. Israel Angell and RI troops win battle at Springfield, NJ.


10 Jul 1780: Large French army under Gen. Rochambeau arrives to occupy Newport.


Sep 1780: The General Washington, commanded by Silas Talbot, captured by 74-gun British ship Culloden off Newport, and renamed General Monk.


11 Oct 1780: British ship Beaver's Prize (former RI privateer Oliver Cromwell) wrecked at St. Lucia, West Indies.


14 Oct 1780: Nathanael Greene made commander-in-chief of American forces in the South.


17 Jan 1781: Nathanael Greene fights battle at Cowpens, SC


6-14 Mar 1781: George Washington visits Newport to plan the final campaign of the War with Rochambeau and Lafayette.


15 Mar 1781: Nathanael Greene fights battle at Guilford Courthouse, NC. 


19 Apr 1781: Nathanael Greene fights battle at Camden, SC.


25 Apr 1781: Nathanael Greene fights battle at Hobkirk's Hill, SC.


14 May 1781: Col. Christopher Greene killed in battle near Fishkill, NY.


5 Jun 1781: Nathanael Greene captures Augusta, GA 


10 Jun 1781: French army evacuates Newport. 


8 Sep 1781: Nathanael Greene fights battle of Eutaw Springs, SC


14 Oct 1781: Stephen Olney of Providence leads final charge at battle of Yorktown, VA


8 Apr 1782: British frigate General Monk (former Rhode Island privateer) recaptured by Hyder Alt in Delaware; sold to Continental Navy and renamed General Washington (again). 


1 Nov 1782: RI Legislature refuses to accept the authority of Congress to levy customs duties. 


25 Apr 1783: News of cessation of hostilities arrives and great celebrations are held.


3 Sep 1783: Final peace treaty signed at Paris. 


Sep 1783: Frigate General Washington visits Plymouth, England, first vessel of Continental Navy to do so on good-will visit.


23 Feb 1784: RI Legislature passes Negro Emancipation Act, first law forbidding slavery in America.


11 Mar 1784: Royal Navy sells frigate Providence at auction. 


1784: Continental Navy sells frigate General Washington back to John Brown, her original owner. She is next to last vessel owned by Continental Navy.


13 Jul 1785: RI Signer of the Declaration of Independence, Stephen Hopkins, dies. 


19 Jun 1786: Nathanael Greene dies of heatstroke. 


1787: The General Washington is first RI vessel to visit China. 


29 May 1790: Rhode Island ratifies United States Constitution, last of 13 original States to do so.





